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Glossary

AIS means Automatic Identification System.

Air draft means the distance in meters from the highest point on the vessel to the waterline.

AMSA means Australian Maritime Safety Authority.

Berths and Channels document means the documentregularly published on the Port Authority website.

Newcastle Harbour limits means the waters of Newcastle Harbour and of all bays, rivers and their
tributaries connected or leading to Newcastle Harbour, excluding Fullerton Cove, bounded by mean high
water mark and by, as upstream boundary, the eastern side of the Hexham Bridge together with that part of
the Tasman Sea below mean high water mark enclosed by the arc of a circle of radius 3 nautical miles
having as its center the navigation light at Nobbys Head..

CASA means the Civil Aviation Safety Authority.

Combined length means the distance between the foremost part of the foremost vessel and the aftermost
part of the aftermost vessel engaged in pushing ortowing.

Dangerous goods have the same meaning as in the Ports and Maritime Administration Regulation 2021
(NSW).

Dangerous goods incident has the same meaning as in the Ports and Maritime Administration Regulation
2021 (NSW).

Dangerous Goods Management Guidelines for Ports in NSW means the guidelines published from time
to time on the Port Authority website.

Daylight means the period between sunrise andsunset.

Emergency service vessel means avessel operated by anemergency service organisation as defined in
State Emergency and Rescue Management Act 1989.

Ferry service has the same meaning as in the Passenger Transport (General) Regulation 2017 (NSW).

Handle dangerous goods has the same meaning as in section 66 of the Ports and Maritime Administration
Regulation 2021(NSW).

Harbour Master has the same meaning as in the Marine Safety Act 1998(NSW).

IMDG Code means the International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code.

IMO means the International Maritime Organisation.

ISGOTT means the International Safety Guide for Tankers and Terminals published by OCIMF.

Length means the distance between a vertical line passing through a point that is the foremost part of the
bow and a vertical line passing through a point that is the aftermost part of the stern.

Marine incident has the same meaning as in the Navigation Act 2012 of the Commonwealth.

OCIMF means the Oil Companies International Marine Forum.

Pollution incident has the same meaning as areportable incident in the Marine Pollution Act 2012 (NSW).
Port Authority means Port Authority of NSW.

PortAuthority website meanshttps://www.portauthoritynsw.com.au
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Port Authority Vessel Booking System means OnePort or any replacement system implemented by Port
Authority at a future date.

Port officer means an employee of the Port Authority operations team responsible for oversight of field
operations.

Recreational vessel means avessel that is not for use in connection with a commercial, governmental or
research activity. The same meaning as in the Navigation Act 2012 of the Commonwealth.

Special recreational vessel has the same meaning as in the Special Recreational Vessels Act 2019 of the
Commonwealth.

Shifting means the removal of a vessel from its original to a new position along a continuous, uninterrupted
stretch of berth.

SOLAS means the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea.

Tide means the height in metres of the waterline relative to Chart Datum.
VTS means Vessel Traffic Services has the same meaning as in SOLAS Chapter V, Regulation 12.

Wind Speed means the 10-minute mean wind speed measured from the weather station Nobbys Head or
from Port Authority’s weather forecasting provider, as appropriate.
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1. Introduction

1.1. Harbour Masters Directions

The Harbour Master for Newcastle is authorised to issue directions in relation to a particular vessel or a
particular class of vessels within the relevant port boundary. This publication contains the standing directions
of the Harbour Master, which will remain in force until amended, cancelled, or superseded. Additionally, this
document also contains general information on marine operational matters within Newcastle that is
consideredrelevantto all port users.

These directions do not limit the power of the Harbour Master to give additional specific directions in any
instance. The Master of any vessel within the port shall comply with these standing directions and any
direction that may be given by the Harbour Master or person appointed to exercise the functions ofthe
Harbour Master. A Master of a vessel who, without reasonable justification, refuses or fails to comply with a
direction given by a Harbour Master may be found guilty of an offence.

Furthermore, a person who, without reasonable justification, obstructs a Harbour Master (or any person
acting under the direction of a Harbour Master) exercising any function under the Marine Safety Act 1998
(NSW) may be found guilty ofan offence.

Note: See Marine Safety Act 1998 (NSW) for more information.

1.2. Updates to Harbour Masters Directions

This publication is reviewed and updated regularly, with the latest published version available on the
Port Authority’s website, which will supersede any previous versions. For this reason, any printed or
saved versions of this document should be considered uncontrolled.

1.3. Disclaimer

The information contained in this publication has been compiled by the Port Authority for use by port users. It
is the responsibility of port users to ensure they comply with the directions and requirements within this
document and any applicable laws and regulations. Nothing in this publication is intended to relieve any
vessel, owner, operator, charterer, Master, or person directing the movement of a vessel fromthe
consequences of any failure to comply with any applicable law or regulation, or of any neglect or precaution,
which may be required by the ordinary practice of seamanship, or by the special circumstances of the case.

Information contained in this publication is based on information available as of the date of the document.
Although every care has been taken to ensure that this information is correct, no warranty, express or
implied, is given regarding the accuracy of all contents. Port Authority shall not be responsible, in law or
otherwise, for any errors in, or omissions from this publication of whatever nature and howsoever occurring,
including any loss or damage resulting from or caused by any inaccuracy produced herein.
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2. General

2.1. Incidents and Emergencies

Port Authority of New South Wales provides a 24-hour emergency response for port-related marine
pollution incidents in Newcastle. Please report port-related marine incidents by radio to Newcastle VTS on
VHF Channel09

Any incident resulting in athreat to either life or property should be reported immediately to
Emergency Services by calling Triple Zero (000).

Incidents requiring a non-urgent response can be reported via:

. Phone: +61 2 92964999
o Email: enquiries@portauthoritynsw.com.au

Marine Incidents

The Master or owner of a vessel participating in Newcastle VTS involved in a marine incident, must report the
incident to Newcastle VTS as soon as possible after becoming aware of the incident.

The Master or owner of a vessel involved in a marine incident must provide the information requested by the
Harbour Master in respect to the marineincident.

A copy of an incident alert or notification form sent to AMSA will meet the requirement for notification to
Newcastle VTS.

Dangerous Goods Incidents

The responsible person for reporting a dangerous goods incident mustreport the incident to Newcastle VTS as
soon as possible after becoming aware of theincident.

Note: The responsible person for reporting a dangerous goods incident is set out in the Ports and Maritime
Administration Regulation 2021(NSW).

Pollution Incidents

The Master of a vessel must report a pollution incident to Newcastle VTS without delay.

Security Incidents

All port users are expected to exercise high security awareness. Any threat of, or actual, unlawful
interference with maritime transport must be reported as specified in part 9 of the MTOFSA to the Terminal
Security officer, Port of Newcastle Security officer and Newcastle VTS immediately. It is a breach of
Australian Maritime Law to withhold any information in relation to securityincidents.

2.2. Vessel Traffic Services

VTS Provider

Port Authority is authorised by AMSA to operate Newcastle VTS in accordance with IMO Resolution A.1158(32)
and IALA Guidelines and Recommendations. Newcastle VTS provides the following services 24 hours a day, 7
days a week, yearround:
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o Providing timely and relevantinformation on factors that may influence ship movements and
assist onboard decision-making

o Monitoring and managing ship traffic to ensure the safety and efficiency of shipmovements
o Responding to developing unsafe situations

Note: See the Navigation Act 2012 of the Commonwealth and the Marine Order64

VTS Area

The VTS area is an arc with aradius of 6 nautical miles from Nobbys Head light and in harbour waters to the
Stockton Bridge, Hannell Street Bridge and Tourle Street bridges, as per the Chartlet in Appendix 2

Compulsory Participation in VTS

Participation in Newcastle VTS is compulsory for all vessels, other than those listed below, subject to any
contrary order by the Harbour Master given to the Master or owner of the vessel declaring participation in
VTS to be compulsory:

e  Vessels under 35 metres*

e  Seaplane

e  Emergency service vessel

* Avessel engaged in towing or pushing, with a combined length of 35 meters or more, is required to participate
inVTS.

VTS Permissions

Participating vessels must seek permission from VTS to enter and depart from port boundaries and to move
or anchor within the VTS coverage area.

Masters and people in charge should note that they are not relieved from responsibility for the conduct and
navigation of the vessel merely because the vessel is subject to Newcastle VTS arrangements.

Despite any law of the State, the owner or master of a vessel navigating in circumstances where VTS
arrangements are required to be complied with under such a law is answerable for any loss or damage
caused by the vessel, or by a fault of the navigation of the vessel, in the same manner as the master or
owner would be if those vessel traffic management arrangements were not required to be complied with.

VTS Reporting

Participating vessels must report the Vesselname, position, and theirintention to Newcastle VTS before
entering the VTSareas.(see Appendix 2).

Communication

Contact details for Newcastle VTS are noted in the table below:

Table 1 — VTS Contact Details

CallSign Newcastle VTS

VHF Channel 09

Email newcastlevts@portauthoritynsw.com.au
Telephone +61 (02)49858321

Vessels must maintain a VHF radio watch on the relevant VHF channel for communication with VTS when
navigating within the VTS area, when conducting operations in a berth or at an anchorage mentioned in the
Berths, Channels & Promulgated Depths document, unless otherwise authorised by the Harbour Master.

Standard Marine Communication Phrases (SMCP) should be adhered to as closely as possible in
communications with VTS.
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On-water community event VTS Notification

An event organiser intending to hold an on-water community event, which has been approved by the Harbour
Master, must notify Newcastle VTS on VHF channel 09 thirty minutes before commencement of the event.

Weather Broadcasts

The Master of a vessel while in port waters of the Newcastle must ensure that the vessel monitors weather
conditions and obtains weather forecasts from the Bureau of Meteorology or by monitoring VHF Ch 16/67 for
weather reports issued by Marine Rescue NSW. Newcastle VTS will also provide current and forecasted
weather reports on request on VHF Ch09.

Navigational Warning Requestand Broadcast

Newcastle VTS broadcasts Navigational warnings on VHF Ch 09 as and when required. Additionally, a
request may be made to Newcastle VTS via VHF radio or telephone for a navigation warning to be
broadcast. Contact details of the person making the request will be required.

Inaddition, a person/vessel requesting a navigation warning must:

¢  Maintain a radio watch on VHF Ch 09 as appropriate
o Ensure that VTS has up-to-date and accurate information relating to the requested broadcast

2.3. Arrival at the Port

Avesselrequired to participate in Newcastle VTS must submit the following notifications to Newcastle VTS
beforearrival:

Table 3 — VTS Arrival Notification

Timing How To Notify Information
7 days before the booked time. Email Master’s (arrival)declaration
Passenger Ships ONLY — No later than 24 hours Email Pre-arrival information to Cruise vessels (PF-01A)

before the scheduled entry time.

2 hours from the portlimit VHF radio Ch 09 ETA to the portlimit.
10 miles from the Nobbys head lights VHF radio Ch 09 ETA, intention to anchor or drift
Entering the VTSarea VHF radio Ch 09 Request permission to enter the VTS area

Note: Additional information may be requested from time to time, as determined by the Harbour Master or
Newcastle VTS.

Avessel’s engines, thrusters and steering gear must be tested no more than 12 hours before entering port
limits, and should any concerns be identified, an updated Master's declaration must be submitted.

2.4 Departure from the Port

Avesselrequired to participate in Newcastle VTS must submit the following notification to Newcastle VTS
beforedeparture:

Table 4— VTS Departure Notification

Timing How To Notify Information
12-6 hours before departure book edittime*. Email Master’s (departure) declaration
Exiting the VTSarea VHF radio Ch 09 Notify the departure from the VTS area

Note: Additional information may be requested from time to time, as determined by the Harbour Master or
Newcastle VTS
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Vessel Masters should ensure that the vessel is ready in all aspects to depart the berth at the booked
time. This includes all relevant formalities with the terminal and agencies being completed before the
booked time to enable the ship’s complement and the attending Pilot to prepare for the departure
manoeuvre.

2.5 Movement Booking Guidelines

Port Authority Vessel Booking System

Toassist vessel agents and port service providers in coordinating vessel movements, the Port Authority
operates its vessel booking system, which is an internet-based computer system that:

¢  Co-ordinates vessel movement schedules and bookings, allowing port service providers to
confirm their availability to provide services in a real-time environment

o Allows Stevedores, government agencies and associated industries to view schedules and
related information

Use of the Port Authority’s vessel booking system is a compulsory requirement for all vesselagents
and port service providers. Users who haven not subscribed to the Port Authority’s booking system to

coordinate with Oneporthelp@portauthoritynsw.com.au for registration.

Vessel Agents are required to be registered with the Port Authority’s Vessel Booking System to book the
movement of vessels in Newcastle Harbour and are responsible for checking and monitoring the system to
ensure that all vessel information always remainscurrent.

Re-commencement of Shipping Following Suspension

When re-commencing shipping movements after a suspension of shipping (e.g. weather event), the Harbour
Master or delegate may approve the order as determined by the Port of Newcastle that allows for the safe and
efficient outcomes for the entire port.

2.6. Draft, Trim, and Propeller Immersion

For vessels requiring a Pilot or vessels with a Master who is the holder of a relevant COLK or Marine
Pilotage Exemption Certificate, unless otherwise authorised by the Harbour Master, the following conditions

apply:

o  Propeller to be fully immersed
¢  Draft forward to be a minimum of 2% of the vessel’s length
e  Trim must not be by the head

2.7. Pilotage

Pilotage Provider

Port Authority is the pilotage provider in Newcastle.

Compulsory Pilotage

Pilotage is compulsory in Newcastlein respect to all vessels, other than those listed below, unless otherwise
authorised by the Harbour Master:

¢  Vessel with a Master who is the holder of a relevant Marine Pilotage Exemption Certificate (MPEC)

e Vessels less than 80 m with a Master who is the holder of a relevant Certificate of Local
Knowledge (COLK)

e  Vessel less than 35 meters in length*

¢  Vessel in respect of which an order is in effect exempting it from pilotage
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¢ Royal Australian Naval vessels

o Recreational vessel**
e  Seaplane

* Avessel engaged in towing or pushing, with a combined length between 35 meters and 80 meters,
will require the master to hold either a COLK, MPEC or engage a Marine Pilot.

** Foreign vessels and requlated Australian vessels will not be considered recreational vessels in relation to
compulsory pilotage.

Pilot Boarding Ground
There are 3 pilot boarding grounds, and they are located outside the Harbour port limits.

Table 5— Pilot Boarding Ground Coordinates

Pilot Boarding Ground Information

bearing 129°/4.2nm from Nobbys head
32° 57°.767S 151°51°800E
bearing 136°/5.4nm from Nobbys head
32° 59°' 000S151°52'333E
bearing 100°/4.8nm from Nobbys head
32°55.765S151°52.338E

Pilot Boarding Ground Alpha

Pilot Boarding Ground Bravo

Pilot Boarding Ground Charlie

Pilot Transfer Arrangements and Minimum Safety Criteria

Marine Pilot transfer at Newcastle is carried out by two methods, either by helicopter or by pilot vessel. The
helicopter transfer will be determined basis the port authority’s assessment of vessel suitability Dueto
weather conditions and/or operational reasons, planned helicopter pilot transfers may change to pilot vessels
at short notice.

All vessels engaged in pilot transfer should monitor VHF Channel 10 for instructions from the pilot. It should
be noted that any vessel that has defective pilot boarding arrangements will be declined pilotage, and the
Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) will be advised of any deficiencies.

Vessel Masters are required to ensure that all Marine Pilot Transfer equipment that will be used by the
Marine pilots is checked prior to the pilot’s arrival and is fit foruse.

Pilot boarding arrangements must be rigged in accordance with SOLAS Regulation V/23 and IMO Resolution
A.1045(27), including manropes unless otherwise agreed with the attending pilot. The pilot ladder must meet
the following Port Authority-mandated minimum safety criteria:

o With effect from 10" Jan 2026, all pilot ladders used at Newcastle shall comply with the
ISO standard 799-1:2019 (as amended) and shall be certified by the manufacturer
accordingly.
¢  Maximum permissible age of pilot ladders — 30 months from the date of manufacture unless
the ladder has been subjected to the ladder and step attachment strength test (as prescribed in
ISO 799-1:2019) at not more than 30-month intervals
¢ Maximum permissible age of the manropes (Grade 1 manila rope, diameter 28 to 32 mm)
to be used with pilot ladders — 12 months from the date of manufacture
e  Vessel operators to provide ship-specific guidance to the vessel’s crew on:
o Storage, care, inspection and maintenance of the pilot ladders, manropes and all the other
Associate equipment, including combination (pilot assist) ladders.
¢ Rigging and securing of the pilot ladders and combination ladder arrangement, the acceptable
securing method for pilots ladders mounted on reels, acceptable material, and sizes for securing
ropes.
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¢ AllPilotladders, manropes and associated equipment are to be used exclusively for marine transfers
and to be marked ‘For Marine Transfers only’

e  Original certificates issued by the certifying authority for all pilot ladders, manropes, securing
and lifting arrangements to be retained onboard

Forupdated information on Pilot Transfer Arrangements and Minimum Safety Criteria, please refer to:
Newcastle Harbour - Harbour Master’s Instructions | Port Authority of NSW

Requirements for the Helicopter Transfer

Vessels are required to provide helicopter landing information through the Master’s declaration. The
information must be submitted to Newcastle VTS at least 24 hours prior to pilot boarding.

Certificate of Local Knowledge (COLK)

Unless the Harbour Master directs otherwise, Certificates of Local Knowledge are required for Masters of
commercial vessels with a length between 35 and 80meters.

Information about applications fora COLK is available on the Port Authority website.

Note: Refer also to the Marine Safety Act 1998 (NSW), Marine Safety Regulation 2016 (NSW), and the NSW
Marine Pilotage Code.

Marine Pilot Exemption Certificate (MPEC)

The Marine Pilot Exemption Certificate is designed for Masters of vessels with a length greater than 80 meters,
which is beyond the limitations of a COLK.

Information about applications for MPEC is available on the Port Authority website.

Note: Refer also to the Marine Safety Act 1998 (NSW), Marine Safety Regulation 2016 (NSW), and the NSW
Marine Pilotage Code.

2.8. Towage

Towage Requirements

Avessel must use the number and type of tugs set out in the Ship Handling Safety Guidelines (SHSG)
published on the Port Authority Website unless otherwise authorised by the Harbour Master. Shipping Agents
are responsible for the ordering of tugs required for vessel movements directly with the applicable towage
service provider. VTS will review the booking to ensure minimal tug requirements have been ordered.

Vessel Masters should be aware that the tugs used in Newcastle Harbour are rated up to 81 tonnes bollard pull
capacity. Tug positioning plans should be in accordance with the vessel’s Safety Management System and
should account for the bollard pull capacity of the allocated tugs. It is recommended that vessels have adequate
closed / Panama chocks on mooring decks as well as the main deck for securing tug lines.

Bow Thruster Assessment

A piloted vessel's bow thruster will be assessed and approved at regular intervals to determine its suitability
for the port operating environment and, hence, the most suitable towage allocation requirements. The
assessment will be noted through the Port Authority Vessel Booking System, and any assessment will be
conducted in accordance with Port Authority procedures.

Note: A vessel’s bow thruster must be fully immersed to be considered operable and efficient.

2.9. Promulgated Depths

Forthe latestinformation on berth dimensions and water depth at berths within Newcastle Harbour, refer to
the Berths and Channels document located on the Port Authority website.
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3. Port Operations

3.1. Dangerous Goods

Dangerous Goods must be managed and handled in accordance with the latest edition of the IMDG Code,
Ports and Administration Act, Ports and Maritime Administration Regulation, Port Authority Dangerous
Goods Management Guidelines (available on Port Authority’s website) and Australian Standard 3846 —
2005: The Handling and Transport of Dangerous Cargoes in Port Areas.

Notification of all Dangerous Goods is to be provided directly into the Harbour Management System, as
the approval process is managed by the Port Authority. Vessels carrying Dangerous Goods may not enter
the port unless approval has been obtained from the Harbour Master.

3.2. Tanker Requirements

For pre-arrival and in-port requirements for tankers please refer to HMI 2022-03 E

Newcastle Harbour - Harbour Master’s Instructions | Port Authority of NSW

3.3. Mooring Operations

The minimum mooring arrangements for vessels calling Newcastle are determined by the berth operators
(terminals), with detailed information available from the respective terminals. The Harbour Master may
enforce additional mooring requirements based on local environmental conditions. Mooring operations are
classified as high-risk routine activities, carrying the potential for serious injury to personnel and damage to
equipment if performed without proper situational awareness and training. Ultimately, the vessel’s Master
holds responsibility for ensuring the vessel is safely secured alongside the berth under all wind and tidal
conditions.

Itis the responsibility of the vessel's Master and operator to ensure that the vessel's mooring equipment has
been inspected and is fully operational before berthing. Port Authority expects that the vessel maintains the
correct standard of lines and that the crew attends to the tension of lines whilst at berth.

Whilst the vessel is berthed, the crewshould:

o Inform VTS immediately if unable to maintain position alongside the berth
o  Tend the lines regularly and ensure appropriate tension

o Preferably run mooring lines directly from a winch drum

e  Report all mooring system failures to VTS as soon as practicable

The vessel's Safety Management System should specify the quality standard, inspection, and maintenance
regime of the mooring system in accordance with industry’s best practices. (See Mooring Equipment
Guidelines by OCIMF).

Avessel must not be secured to any wharf, buoy, navigation aid, any part of a bridge, or any floating plan unless
the owner or Master has obtained the permission of the relevant authority.
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3.4. Anchoring

The Master of any vessel must not anchor within any fairway or channel within port limits without the prior
consent of the Harbour Master. The Harbour Master’s consent to anchor is sought through Newcastle VTS.

No designated anchorages exist within the Newcastle port limits. The holding ground off the Newcastle
coast is generally poor, with numerous discarded anchors and cables present on the seabed. Mariners
should consult the Admiralty Sailing Directions for information on known foul ground areas. The Port
Authority advises against anchoring near Newcastle Harbour. Should a vessel’s Master decide toanchor,
it must be done south of latitude 33°00.00’S and at least 3 nautical miles offshore, within the designated
fair-weather anchorage area. Vessels may be instructed by VTS to heave up anchor at short notice and
clear the anchorage area in case of an approaching weatherevent.

Note: There are no recommended safe anchorages off Newcastle. Anchoring is at the discretion of the
Master; however, it is highly recommended that vessels remain at least 3.0 nautical miles from the nearest
coastline.

3.5. Bunkering Operations

Note: Forthe avoidance of any doubt, the requirements specified below also extend to the transfer of caustic
soda (sodium hydroxide).

The Master of a vessel participating in Newcastle VTS and planning to receive bunkers must submit an
intended activity request to Newcastle VTS at least 24 hours in advance via the Port Authority Vessel
Booking System A bunker checklist, in accordance with the most recent edition of ISGOTT, must be
completed before commencing bunker operations. The Port Authority may auditthe bunker operation.

Bunkering must not take place during the loading or unloading of Class 1 Dangerous Goods cargo and
before the commencement and during the handling of Restricted Chemicals of Class 5.1 Dangerous Goods
cargo at the port facility where the ship is berthed unless otherwise authorised by the Harbour Master.

Restricted Chemicals means—

(a) ammonium nitrate, UN 1942, 2067, 2426 or 3375, or

(b) calcium hypochlorite, UN 1748, 2880, 3485 or 3487.

Note: There may be additional requirements on bunker operations imposed by a terminal or other
organisation.

3.6. Shifting Along a Berth

Requests to shift a vessel alongside a berth should be submitted to Newcastle VTS via the Port Authority
Vessel Booking System unless otherwise authorised by the Harbour Master. Port Authority will determine
the requirement for a Marine Pilot and tug/s to attend the vessel based on the information provided in the
booking system.

3.7. Diving Operations

A person planning to conduct diving operations should submita request via the Port Authority Vessel Booking
System seekingapproval from Newcastle VTS unless otherwise authorised by the Harbour Master.

3.8. Disturbance of Seabed

A person disturbing the seabed, pursuant to section 19Z of the Marine Safety Act 1998 (NSW),must seek
permission from the Harbour Master via the application form on the Port Authority website.
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3.9. Aircraft Operations and Drone Operations

The Harbour Master must be notified at least 2 working days in advance of a planned aircraftoperation
involving interaction with a vessel or berth within the port boundaries, such as lifting an object from a vessel
orlanding on avessel. Any natification must include a copy of the permit from CASA authorising the conduct
of the aircraftoperation.

The Harbour Master must be notified at least 2 working days in advance of a planned drone operation within
the port boundaries involving interaction with a vessel or berth. The notification must include evidence of
CASA approval and a map showing the area of flight operations.

Theabove notifications are tobe emailed to newcastlevts@portauthoritynsw.com.au.

Note: A drone is considered anaircratft.

3.10. Hull, Propeller Cleaning and Polishing

Any activity that has the potential to disturb or dislodge biofouling on a ship and/or the ship’s antifouling
coating is prohibited. Such activities include (but are not limited to):

a) In-water hull cleaning.

b) Cleaning of internal seawater systems (including sea-chests and engine coolingpipes).

c) Propeller ‘polishing’ (cleaning)

3.11. Use of Exhaust Gas Cleaning Systems (Scrubber Systems)

The use of Exhaust Gas Cleaning Systems does not need a permit from the Port Authority.

Please refer to AMSA advice on the use of Exhaust Gas Cleaning Systems, Emission Abatement
Equipment, and Scrubbers in Australian waters, which must be followed before discharge.

Exhaust Gas Cleaning Systems (amsa.gov.au)

3.12. Ballast Water Discharges

Referto the Australian Ballast Water Management Requirements, which guide how vessel operators should
manage ballast water when operating within Australian seas:

Australian Ballast Water Management Requirements - DAFF (agriculture.gov.au)

Approval requirements set out by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF) mustbe
followed before discharge. This does not need approval from the Port Authority.

3.13. Sewage Discharges

Refer to the NSW Marine Pollution Regulation 2024, which regulates the discharge of sewage from vessels in
NSWwaters.

Marine Pollution Regulation 2024 —NSW Legislation

3.14. Shipboard Incinerators

The use of shipboard incinerators is not allowed whilst alongside a berth in Newcastle Harbour unless
approved by the Environment Protection Authority under the Protection of the Environment Operations
(Clean Air) Regulation2021.
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3.15. Other Activity Approval

The Master of a vessel participating in Newcastle VTS planning to conduct any activity onboard the vessel
that could interface with the port or operation must obtain approval from Newcastle VTS at least 24 hours
in advance via the Port Authority Vessel Booking System.

For each activity being conducted, the Master must also seek approval from the relevant terminal or berth
operator. Activity requests will not be processed by the Port Authority until the terminalapprovalis obtained.

Such works include, but are not limited to:
¢ Hot work outside the machinery spaces
¢ Launching of lifeboat/rescue boat
¢ Compass adjustment/swing
¢ Rigging of the overboard work platform
o Hull and/or draft marks Painting
¢ Tank washing and tank venting
¢ Fumigation of any part of the ship or cargo whilst alongside the berth
¢ Discharge of sludge/grey water/sewage to shore reception facilities
e Bunkering
e Watercraft attending vessel (other than bunkering and/or minor lifting)
¢  Work that immobilises the ship*.
¢ Diving and/or underwater operations

* Vessels shall not immobilise without the express permission of the Port Authority. Permission for
maintenance and repairs requiring engine immobilisation will be issued by the Harbour Master on request,
if conditions are suitable, and safety criteria are met.

* Engine immobilisation is not permitted for vessels carrying IMDG Class 1 (except Class 1.4%), restricted
chemicals** that are Class 5.1 are being handled***, or whilst loading Class 7 dangerous goods (see Ports
and Maritime Administration Regulation 2021 [NSW], Part 7). The maximum duration of approval is twelve
hours, after which a new permit will be required to be lodged.

* Includes all subcategories of Division 1.4
**Restricted chemicalsare:

e Ammonium Nitrate — UN1942, 2067, 2426 or 3375

o Calcium Hypochlorite — UN 1748, 2880, 3485 or 3487
***Refer to section 66 of Ports and Administration Regulation 2021 (NSW) for the definition of handling
dangerous goods.

3.16. Under Keel Clearance (UKC)Requirement

During transit within Newcastle Harbour port limits, the maximum draught of any ‘non-SAUCS’ vessel shall
be such that the static under-keel clearance is not less than 10% of the vessel’s deepest draught. Where
the vessel is a SAUCS vessel, it will require a ‘SAUCS clearance’ under the DUKC® system.

Table 6 - Newcastle Static UKC Requirements

Location UKC

Inbound and Outbound transit through the shipping channel 10% of Maximum Vessel Draft
Berth boxes at berths D1, M7, K2.5, K3 (Tanker vessels) 0.50 meter

Berth boxes at W3 and D2 berths (Grain loadingvessels) 0.50 meter

Berth boxes at ALL the other berths 0.30 meter

Note: Certain vessels may be subject to additional UKC requirements as determined by the Harbour Master.
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3.17. Adverse Weather

Where adverse weather is predicted, the Harbour Master may direct vessel Masters to take precautionary
action, including the following:

o Employ thruster assistance

¢  Stand by the engines

o Lower the anchor

o Deploy additional mooring lines
o  Deploy storm lines

e  Stop cargo operations

o Employ tug assistance

e  Depart from the port.

Such directions are, whenever possible, made following consultation with relevant stakeholders and by using
a risk-based approach. Some of the factors considered, but are not limited to, predicted average wind
speed, maximum expected wind gusts, exposure of berth to the wind and vessel windage area. All Pilotage
suspensions due to adverse weather will be promulgated by Newcastle VTS, as directed by the Harbour
Master.

Harbour Masters Directions Newcastle — November 2025 Page 17



4. Appendices

4.1. Appendix 1: Port Boundaries
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4.2. Appendix 2: VTS area - Newcastle
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4.3. Appendix 3: Seafarers Welfare Services

Mission to Seafarers actively responds with loving care to the many challenges and dangers faced by
seafarers. They work closely with Australian Government agencies and Newcastle port users to improve the
treatment of seafarers and shipping practices in Australian waters.

https://mtsnewcastle.org.au / Telephone: +61 2 49615007 — WhatsApp: +61 432668587

HUNTEILINK
—cu—

Hunterlink is a member of the Australian Seafarers’ Welfare Council and the Port of Newcastle Welfare
Committee and take an active role in promoting the health and well-being of port workers, international
seafarers and maritime workers.

https://hunterlink.org.au/international-seafarers-help / 24/7 Confidential Help Line: 1800 554 654 - 24/7
WhatsApp HelpLine:+61439382204.

AL

Specialist Urgent Care

HEAL Specialist Urgent Care is a new service in the Australian Healthcare market. It can be seen as a
bridge between General Practice and the Emergency Department for those patients whorequire immediate
medical attention but don’t require admission to a hospital or an emergency operation.
https://www.healurgentcare.com.au / Telephone —1300 090009.
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