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Introduction 
Port Authority of New South Wales has a responsibility under the legislation to control the conditions 
under which dangerous goods are handled and/or kept in the defined port operational areas. Port 
Authority of New South Wales draws on information and advice from the following: 

• Australian Standard 3846 – 2005 “The Handling and Transport of Dangerous Cargoes in Port 
Areas”. 

 
The basic safety precautions applicable to the handling of explosives in port areas are described in 
Section 4.3 of AS3846. 

• International Maritime Dangerous Goods (IMDG) Code 

• International Maritime Organisation’s (IMO’s) “Recommendations on the Safe Transport of 
Dangerous Cargoes and Related Activities in Port Areas”. 

• Australian Code for the Transport of Explosives by Road and Rail Third edition (April 2009) 

• Sydney Ports Corporation “Explosive in Port Areas” (June 2007) 
 
Dangerous Goods are substances and articles that: 

• Satisfy the UN tests and criteria for determining whether they are dangerous goods: or 

• Are listed in the IMDG Code; or 

• Are determined to be dangerous goods by the competent authority. 
 
Current Reference Documents 

1) The 1994 IMDG Code came into effect on the January 1, 1995 and Amendment 29-98 applied 
from 1 January 1999. 

2) The latest version of the IMDG Code is IMDG 2014 Ed ition Incorporating Amendment 37-14 
which is optional from the 1 st January 2015 until 31 December 2015 after which th en 
becomes mandatory.  The current (mandatory) edition  of the IMDG code is “IMDG 2012  
Edition Incorporating Amendment 36-12”. Older editi ons to be replaced.  

3) The requirements of AS 3846 were called up by the Dangerous Goods (General) Regulation, 
1999 under the Dangerous Goods Act, 1975. Despite this having being repealed, the 
requirements continue to have effect, through the “Work Health and Safety Regulation 2011”, 
Schedule 18B Savings and transitional provisions, clause 63 “Saving of Dangerous Goods 
Regulation relating to ports”. 

 
No person may offer dangerous goods for transport by sea, unless those goods are properly marked, 
labelled, placarded, described and certified on a transport document in accordance with the IMDG 
Code. 
 
Purpose of this Guidance Material 
This guidance material has been prepared by Port Authority of New South Wales to assist 
organisations to better understand the requirements for the management of dangerous goods within 
the ports of Sydney Harbour and Botany Bay. 
 
This guide outlines the relevant criteria for dangerous goods cargoes either as break-bulk or in freight 
containers and covers import, export, transhipment and dangerous goods in transit. 
 
This guide is not  intended to be a complete or comprehensive review of all statutory requirements nor 
does the guide detail the stevedore(s) and/or shipping line user requirements. 
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Lodgement of Dangerous Cargoes and the use of " ShIPS" 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Port Authority of New South Wales must be advised of all dangerous goods to be imported or 
exported by vessel, including transhipments and/or goods transiting the ports. 
 
The method of notification of the dangerous goods is through electronic lodgement in Sydney's 
Integrated Port System (ShIPS). ShIPS is an electronic booking and approval system which is 
accessed through the internet once user registration has been completed. 
 
Notification of those dangerous goods into the ports does NOT fulfil the dangerous goods 
requirements of the Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA), which must be addressed 
separately. 
 
THE IMPORTANCE OF DANGEROUS CARGOES LODGEMENT 
 
The lodgement of dangerous cargoes into ShIPS is crucial to the safe management of these cargoes, 
particularly in the case of an incident. For example, should there be a leaking shipping container on a 
vessel which is about to enter a Sydney port, a decision has to be made as to whether it is safe for 
the vessel to berth at a particular location.   
 
Depending on the circumstances, the vessel may have to be redirected, or entry of the vessel into 
port may be refused. 
 
To enable those decisions to be made, it is critical that the leaking container and the substances 
involved be identified as quickly as possible. 
 
After the container has been identified, the identification of the substances inside the container is 
obtained by Port Authority of New South Wales by accessing ShIPS and viewing the dangerous cargo 
lodgement details.  
 
Once the contents have been identified, a plan can then be activated to manage the incident. 
 
The impacts of those decisions on port users could be significant in such incidents. Therefore, the 
lodgement of all dangerous cargo in ShIPS and the information contained within the lodgements are 
extremely important to the responding combat agencies when dealing with such incidents. 
 
CARGO CLASSIFICATION 
 
When considering the time period permitted for dangerous cargoes to remain on a terminal, a 
determination has to be made as to whether a dangerous cargo is classified as Red or Green line. 
 
Classifying the cargo as Red or Green line is an automated process within ShIPS once a lodgement 
has been made. When the UN Class, Packaging Group and volume of the dangerous cargo are 
entered into the system, ShIPS will determine and display the dangerous goods status as being Red 
or Green line cargo. 
 
Note: As a guide only Port Authority of New South Wales web page contains a “Dangerous Goods 
UN lookup” http://www.sydneyports.com.au/port_operations/dangerous_goods_un_lookup 
 
Enter the UN number and the permitted time periods will be displayed for the appropriate packing 
groups were applicable. This is based on an assumption of the net weight of product being in excess 
of 500 kg. 
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VESSEL DOES NOT APPEAR IN SHIPS 
 
If the vessel does not appear on the Movement Schedule please contact the Principal’s Agent (vessel 
operator). 
 
LODGEMENT TIMING 
 
AS 3846 requires advanced notification, it states: 
 
 “Advanced notification shall be provided to the port authority at least 24 hours before a dangerous 
cargo is brought into the waters of a port area or onto the berth.  This requirement shall apply to 
dangerous cargoes that are to be unloaded or loaded and those to be left on board...” 
 
 IMPORTS 

 The lodgement of dangerous goods class 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 & 9 into ShIPS must be at least 24 
hours prior to the vessel entering port and 48 hours for class 1 dangerous goods.. 

 
 TRANSHIPMENTS 
 The lodgement into ShIPS of transhipment dangerous cargoes must occur as follows:- 
 For the incoming vessel, 24 hours prior to the vessel entering port for dangerous goods class 

2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 & 9 and 48 hours for class 1 dangerous goods. 
 
 For the outgoing vessel, 24 hours prior to the cargo being on the terminal for dangerous 

goods class 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 & 9 and 48 hours for class 1 dangerous goods. 
 
 EXPORTS 
 The lodgement of dangerous cargoes into ShIPS must occur at least 24 hours prior to the 

container arriving at the terminal for export for dangerous goods class 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 & 9 
and 48 hours for class 1 dangerous goods. 

 
 TRANSIT (STAY ON BOARD) 
 The lodgement of dangerous cargoes into ShIPS must occur at least 24 hours prior to the 

vessel entering port class 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 & 9 and 48 hours for class 1 dangerous goods. 
 
ACCURACY OF LODGEMENTS 
The packing groups, types of materials and net weight of substance involved must be accurate and in 
accordance with the IMDG Code and Australian Standard AS3846 and in particular, but not limited to, 
3.3 (e) of AS3846. If not accurate and/or complete, the action will be treated as a non- lodgement. 
 
The container identification (container number) must be entered as a continuous string (without any 
gaps and/or blanks within the container number string regardless of the number of characters). In the 
event that gaps and/or blanks are included within the container number, this will be treated as a non 
lodgement. 
 
See Appendix 3, Dangerous Goods Lodgement Policy 
 
Note: Fumigated containers (Class 9 UN 3359), containing no other dangerous goods, are required 

to be lodged but are exempt from the five day time period on the terminal. 
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Summary of changes included in version 37-14 (curre nt version) of the IMDG Code 
 
Twenty (20) new (additional) UN numbers which were previously not listed in the 36-12 IMDG Code 
but are now included in 37-14 IMDG Code, commencing from UN3507 to UN3526 inclusive. 

There are many revisions to the packing instructions, including those for IBCs and large packaging’s 
and a number of new packing instructions: P208, P505, P805, P908, P909, LP903, LP904.  

Clarifications on the design and dimensions of various package marks, labels and placards have been 
provided including the ‘marine pollutant’ and ‘limited quantity’ markings.  

There are a few changes to documentation requirements in Chapter 5.4 e.g. clarification of the 
requirements for ‘marine pollutant’ endorsements.  

In chapter 6.6, ‘large salvage packaging’s’ are added.  

There are several changes to the classification provisions in Part 2, including changes to PSNs for 
several class entries.  

For marine pollutants there is a new 2.10.2.7 which provides conditional exemptions from the majority 
of the IMDG Code’s provisions.  

There is a new paragraph 1.1.2.3 referencing the International Convention for Safe Containers, 1972, 
as amended.  

Class Seven (7) 

Throughout the new Amendment there are updates to provisions concerning class 7 primarily to 
reflect the changes to the IAEA "Regulations for the Safe Transport of Radioactive Material, 2012 
Edition, IAEA Safety Standards Series No. SSR–6, IAEA, Vienna (2012).  

There is a new section setting out conditions when specified types of lamp are exempt from the IMDG 
Code’s provisions.  

Several changes to Part 6 of the Code, particularly to the provisions for packaging’s for class 7 
(chapter 6.4) and pressure receptacles, aerosol dispensers and gas cartridges (chapter 6.2).  

 
STOWAGE & SEGREGATION 

Column 16 of the DGL is now split into columns 16a and 16b and stowage and segregation 
requirements are now coded, stowage and handling codes in 16a; segregation codes in 16b 

Numerous changes to Part 7 to reflect the new columns 16a and 16b in the DGL.  

New explanatory notes in 7.1.5, 7.1.6 and 7.2.8 respectively for the stowage (SW), handling (H) and 
segregation codes (SG) now appearing in columns 16a and 16b.  

There is a new segregation requirement in 7.2.4. Flammable gases (class 2.1) and flammable liquids 
(class 3) must now be ‘separated from’ substances which, in contact with water, emit flammable 
gases (class 4.3). This reflects the changes adopted for these classes in the DGL.  
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There is also a new segregation requirement provided by SG26 which states ‘In addition: from goods 
of classes 2.1 and 3 when stowed on deck of a containership a minimum distance of two container 
spaces athwartship shall be maintained, when stowed on ro-ro ships a distance of 6 m athwartship 
shall be maintained.'. This applies to almost all class 4.3s (including sub-risks) and also covers metal 
powders and peroxides etc. in other classes.  

.  
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Empty, Uncleaned Packagings or Units 
Empty cargo transport units still containing residues of dangerous goods, or loaded with empty 
uncleaned packages, or empty uncleaned bulk containers, shall comply with the provisions applicable 
to the goods contained in the unit, packaging or bulk container. 
 
Other than for Class 7, a packing, including an IBC (Intermediate Bulk Container), which previously 
contained dangerous goods, shall be identified, marked, labelled and placarded as required for those 
dangerous goods unless steps such as cleaning, purging of vapours or refilling with a non-dangerous 
substance are taken to nullify any hazard. 
 
Tanks and IBCs used for the transport of radioactive material shall not be used for the transport of 
other goods unless decontaminated below the level of 0.4 Bq/cm2 for Beta and Gamma Emitters and 
low toxicity Alpha Emitters and 0.04 Bq/cm2 for all other Alpha Emitters. 
 
 
 
LIMITATIONS 
 
There are limitations on the quantities of certain dangerous goods permitted on a vessel and at 
various berths in Botany Bay. Refer Appendix 1 . 
 
A red coloured ‘L’ is displayed in the ShIPS Screen if limitations for a vessel or berth are exceeded. 
 
The vessel operator is responsible for the management and removal of the limitation exceedance (red 
coloured ‘L ’ in ShIPS) at least 24 hours prior to the vessel entering port waters. Depending on the 
circumstances, the vessel may have to be redirected, or entry of the vessel into port may be refused. 
 
 
 
DANGEROUS GOODS EXEMPTION STATUS 
 
When an application for exemption has been entered on the ShIPS Dangerous Goods Module, a red 
coloured ‘X’ is displayed when the exemption is entered. 
 
Sydney Ports may approve the application for exemption with certain conditions imposed, or may 
reject it. When the exemption is processed, the ‘X’ no longer appears in red, but light shade of grey. 
 
 
 
Vessel Declaration 
 
In the event that a vessel declaration has already been completed and then you 
become aware of a leaking container, the vessel ope rator and/or his agent must 
immediately amended the vessel declaration (see App endix 1) and nominate the 
leaking container and/or associated issue. You will  need to provide the manufactures 
Safety Data Sheets (SDS) for the product. The manif est for the container, the transport 
company 24 hour contact details, the 24 hour contac t details storage facility, the 24 
hours contact details for the importer and ensure t hat customs clearance (not an 
under bond move) are in place prior to the vessel e ntering port waters. Depending on 
the circumstances, the vessel may have to be redire cted, or entry of the vessel into 
port may be refused.  The information to be sent to : 
DGAudit@portauthoritynsw.com.au 
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Permitted Time Periods at the Terminal Red Line Cargo 

2 HOURS TIME MAXIMUM 

All Class 1 & Class 7, except Class 1.4 & Class 7 Low Specific Activity (LSA) cargo, shall: 

a) be removed  from the terminal within 2 hours  of being unloaded from a vessel, &  

b) be delivered to the terminal within the 2 hour period  prior to the cargo being loaded onto a 
vessel. 

c) transhipment cargo must comply with (a) and be removed from the terminal within 2 hours 
of being unloaded from a vessel. However, they may remain on the terminal in excess of  2 
hours only when they have a valid exemption in place issued by Sydney Ports.  

 
Note: Transhipment cargo do not have a combination of 2 hours on the terminal as an import and 
another 2 hours on the terminal as an export without being removed from the terminal, unless they 
have a valid exemption issued by Port Authority of New South Wales for that time period. 
 
12 HOURS TIME MAXIMUM 

a) Containers with Class 1.4 & Class 7 LSA dangerous goods. 

b) All dangerous goods in break bulk. 

c) The following cargoes:- 
 
Table 1 
All containers packaged with more than 500kg of: 

1 Class 2.1 (excluding UN 1950-Aerosols) 

2 Class 2.3 

3 Class 3 Packing Group 1 

4 Class 4 Packing Group 1 

5 Class 5.1 Packing Group 1 

6 Ammonium Nitrate 
(Class 5.1) UN No’s 1942, 2067, 2426 and 3375 

7 Calcium Hypochlorite 
 (Class 5.1) UN No’s 1748,2880,3485 and 3487 

8 Class 6.1 Packing Group 1 

9 Class 8 Packing Group 1 

 
Note: As a guide only Port Authority of New South Wales web page contains a “Dangerous Goods 
UN lookup” http://www.sydneyports.com.au/port_operations/dangerous_goods_un_lookup 
 
Enter the UN number and the permitted time periods will be displayed for the appropriate packing 
groups were applicable. This is based on an assumption of the net weight of product being in excess 
of 500 kg. 
 
All of the above cargoes in Table 1  shall: 

a) be removed  from the terminal within 12 hours  of being unloaded from a vessel, and 

b) be delivered  to the terminal within the  12 hour period  prior to them being loaded onto a 
vessel. 



Copyright © Port Authority of New South Wales. For the latest version, please visit www.portauthoritynsw.com.au 
    

Page 10 
 

c) transhipment cargo must comply with (a) and be removed from the terminal within 12 hours 
of being unloaded from a vessel. However, they may remain on the terminal in excess of 12 
hours only when they have a valid exemption in place issued by Port Authority of New South 
Wales.  

 
Note: Transhipment cargo do not have a combination of 12 hours on the terminal as an import and 

another 12 hours on the terminal as an export without being removed from the terminal, 
unless they have a valid exemption issued by Port Authority of New South Wales for that time 
period. 
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Permitted Time Periods at the Terminal Green Line Cargo  
 
5 DAYS TIME MAXIMUM 
 
Green Line cargoes are permitted to remain on the terminal for a time period of up to 5 days only 
including weekends and/or public holidays.   
 
Green Line cargoes are:- 

a) All containers with dangerous goods Class 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8 or 9 other than those in Table 1 . 

b) Cargoes listed in Table 1  not exceeding 500kg mass. 

i) be removed from the terminal within 5 days  of being unloaded from a vessel, and 

ii) be delivered  to the terminal within the  5 days  prior to their being loaded onto a vessel. 

iii) transhipment cargo must comply with (i) and be removed from the terminal within 5 
days  of being unloaded from a vessel. However, they may remain on the terminal in 
excess of 5 days only when they have a valid exemption in place issued by Port Authority 
of New South Wales.  

 
Note:  Transhipment cargo do not have a combination of 5 days on the terminal as an import and 
another 5 days on the terminal as an export without being removed from the terminal, unless they 
have a valid exemption issued by Port Authority of New South Wales for that time period. 
 
CLASS 5.1 PACKING GROUP 1 (PG 1) DANGEROUS CARGOES  
 
Quantities of Class 5.1 PG 1 dangerous cargoes exceeding 400 tonnes shall only be handled on a 
berth with the consent of the regulatory authority. 
 
APPLICATION 
  
The above requirements for Red Line and Green Line cargoes apply to imports, exports, 
transhipments and including transit cargoes which are being re-stowed. 
 
TIME PERIOD 
 
The permitted time period is calculated from the time the container arrives at the terminal until the 
time the container leaves the terminal (the reference to “availability” of cargo is used by the 
stevedores and only applies to general commodity cargo). 
 
EXEMPTIONS FROM THE PERMITTED TIME PERIODS 
 
Fumigated containers (Class 9 UN 3359) containing no other dangerous goods are required to be 
lodged in ShIPS but are exempt from the 5 day time period on the terminal. 
 
Note: As a guide only Port Authority of New South Wales web page contains a “Dangerous Goods 
UN lookup” http://www.sydneyports.com.au/port_operations/dangerous_goods_un_lookup 
 
Enter the UN number and the permitted time periods will be displayed for the appropriate packing 
groups were applicable. This is based on an assumption of the net weight of product being in excess 
of 500 kg. 
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Dangerous Goods Class 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8 and 9 Limits  
 
 
 
 

Representative 
Material 

Dangerous 
Goods Class 

 
Limits 

 

Class 1 

 

 
 

See “Explosive in Port Areas” in this document for details 

 

Class 4.2 

  

 
 iProhibited UN 3342 Packing Group II 
Prohibited UN 3342 Packing Group III 

 

 

Class 5.1 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
ii 400 tonne berth limit 
UN1748,UN1942,UN2067,UN2426,UN2880,UN3375,UN3485,UN3487 

 
400 tonne berth limit  
Class 5.1 Packing Group I 
 
400 tonne berth limit  
Any combination of the above 
 
 

 
 
 
i “UN3342”, is prohibited from entering port waters, and/or being delivered to the terminal. 
 
ii 400 tonne berth limit applies to Class 5.1 PK I and each of the UN numbers listed and any 

combination of Class 5.1 PK I and the UN numbers listed must not to exceed the 400 tonne berth 
limit. 

 
v Berth means, “Any dock, pier, quay, wharf, marine terminal or similar structure (whether floating or 

not) at which a ship may tie up. It includes any plant or premises, other than a ship, used for 
purposes ancillary or incidental to the loading or unloading of dangerous goods cargoes” 
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PROHIBITED DANGEROUS GOODS 
The following dangerous goods are prohibited from entering port waters. 
 
UN 3342  
XANTHATES Class 4.2 Packing Group II  
XANTHATES Class 4.2 Packing Group III 
 
These dangerous goods are prohibited for the following cargo movements “Imports, Transit (stay on 
board) and Export” cargo movements. 
 
Implementation date 21 October 2010 
 
 
 
 
Exemption Application 
You may submit an exemption application directly to Sydney Ports from the above prohibition. The 
application must contain, but not limited to: 
 

1. What effects of crossing the equator will have on Xanthates 
2. What amount of H2O will be released from the pellets 
3. What level of CS2 will be occurring during transport 
4. The integrity of the inner packaging 
5. Carry out plume modelling for a release of CS2 
6. must be carried out by a NATA certified organisation. 

 
Port Authority of New South Wales may choose to be present while the above is being undertaken.  
 
The applicant must advise Port Authority of New South Wales prior to engaging any party to 
undertake the above works and obtain a detailed exemption scope of works. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHAT DO I NEED TO DO IF MY DANGEROUS GOODS HAVE A C USTOMS, AQIS, 
SHIPPING LINE AND/OR STEVEDORE HOLD 
 
Regardless of what hold has been placed on your goods (Customs, AIS, shipping line and/or 
stevedore), you need to immediately apply for a exemption from the permitted time period on the 
terminal. prior to exceeding the permitted time period. The application procedures are detailed in this 
document. 
 
Port Authority of New South Wales will not consider any retrospective exemption application. 
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Dangerous Goods Exemption Process 
 
Please note that Port Authority of New South Wales  remains the approving authority for 
dangerous goods. Therefore, dangerous goods exempti ons are ONLY valid when confirmation 
has been obtained from Port Authority of New South Wales  in writing. 
 
Currently two types of dangerous goods exemption exist: 

a) permitted time periods on the terminal and  
b) lodgement requirements (24 hours and 48 hours prior): 

 

Permitted Time Period 
The first exemption is from the permitted time period on the terminal. Where you are seeking consent 
for the dangerous goods to exceed the permitted time allowed for those dangerous goods as 
following: 

a) Discuss directly with the stevedore, if your dangerous goods exemption request can be 
accommodated by them.     

� All three stevedores require your exemption application to be in writing and the 
dangerous goods application template for exemptions from the permitted time period on 
the terminal is also available on Port Authority of New South Wales web page: 

http://www.sydneyports.com.au/port_operations/dangerous_goods_un_lookup 

� Exemption application will only be processed by the stevedore using the available 
templates only. 

� You will need to complete the application template and then email your completed 
application to the appropriate stevedore. Please ensure that all the fields on the template 
are completed as incomplete data fields will only result in your application being returned 
to you for completion and therefore adding delays. 

� After receiving confirmation from the stevedore in writing proceed  

• Only after reaching an agreement with the stevedore, apply for your dangerous goods 
exemption from Port Authority of New South Wales, online in ShIPS. 

• The stevedore will also advise Port Authority of New South Wales by email of the 
agreement reached. 

• Port Authority of New South Wales will process the dangerous goods exemption 
application after receiving: 

a) Confirmation email from the stevedore of your agreement details, and 

b) Application in ShIPS 

• Port Authority of New South Wales will advise you of the determination of your 
dangerous goods exemption application, by email. 

• A help document on how to apply for an exemption or edit an existing exemption 
request is detailed is this document commencing on page 17. 

 
 
Do not copy Port Authority of New South Wales into your application for a dangerous goods 
exemption when applying to the stevedore for their concurrence. However, please ensure 
when receiving advise from the stevedore on your da ngerous goods exemption application 
ensure that Port Authority of New South Wales  is also notified prior to going on line in “ ShIPS” 
and making your  dangerous goods exemption applicat ion. 
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Vessel delay Notification 
a)    In the situation where you have an exemption from the permitted time period on the terminal, 

and that exemption has already been approved and then you receive a notification of the 
vessel being delayed. 

 
b)     In a new exemption application only apply for the time period of the vessel delay. 

 
c)    This time period in the new application will be added onto your existing exemption and 

therefore your combined exemption period is then covered. 
 

d)   When receiving an email advice from the shipping line via “ShIPS” regarding a vessel change 
in the ETA and/or ETD. Only apply directly on line in “ShIPS” for any dangerous goods 
exemptions where applicable from the permitted time period on the terminal. 

 
e)  No need to apply with the terminal operator (stevedore) for their concurrence under these 

circumstances only. 

 

Lodgement Requirements 
b) IMPORT & TRANSHIPMENT  

 
No need to apply with the terminal operator (stevedore) for their concurrence under these 
circumstances only. 

• Apply for your dangerous goods exemption from Port Authority of New South Wales, online in 
ShIPS. 

• In the reason why you need clarify you are seeking an exemption from the lodgement rule 
(time requirements). 

• Port Authority of New South Wales will process the dangerous goods exemption application 
after receiving application in ShIPS. 

• Port Authority of New South Wales will advise you of the determination of your dangerous 
goods exemption application, by E-mail (automated by ShIPS) when your exemption 
application has been processed. 

• Information on how to apply for an exemption or edit an existing exemption request is detailed 
in this document commencing on page 17.  

 
TRANSIT CARGO 
 
No need to apply with the terminal operator (stevedore) for their concurrence under these 
circumstances only. 
 
In ShIPS you can apply on line for an exemption from the lodgement criteria by selecting the button 
“Create Transit Exemption”. Then select the button “Apply for exemption”, then filling in the reason for 
your application and the above principals for lodgement exemptions apply. 

  
EXPORT CARGO  
 

• No need to apply with the terminal operator (stevedore) for their concurrence under these 
circumstances only. 

• Apply for your dangerous goods exemption from Port Authority of New South Wales, online in 
ShIPS. 
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• In the reason why you need clarify you are seeking an exemption from the lodgement rule 
(time requirements) and why. 

• Provide your time slot and slot reference number. 

• Port Authority of New South Wales will process the dangerous goods exemption application 
after receiving application in ShIPS. 

• Port Authority of New South Wales will advise you of the determination of your dangerous 
goods exemption application, by E-mail (automated by ShIPS) when your exemption 
application has been processed. 

 
Note that Port Authority of New South Wales  will take into consideration the following when reviewing 
an exemption from the 24 hour lodgement requirement. 
 

(a) Your organisation record for dangerous goods lodgements, which will include, on 
how many occasions have you applied for an exemption and period of time from 
your last exemption. 
 

(b) Why when you were seeking approval from the shipping line, why you did not 
lodge the dangerous goods at the same time.  
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How to Apply for an Exemption or Edit an Existing E xemption Request 
 
An “Exemption” is an exemption for a container carrying dangerous goods to not comply with the 
normal limits placed on the time the container is allowed under legislation to remain at the container 
terminal.  An exemption request, if approved, permits an extension of the time the container may 
remain at the terminal. In addition an exemption from the lodgement criteria is also available in ShIPS. 
 
The time limit applicable to a container depends on whether the container is classified in ShIPS as 
Red line cargo (limited to 2 hours or 12 hours on the terminal) or Green line cargo (limited to a 
maximum of 5 days on the terminal). These times are measured from when an import container is first 
discharged from a vessel or for an export container, when it is first delivered into the terminal. 
 
For a container (or break bulk item) to be permitted to remain on the terminal longer than these time 
limits an exemption must be applied for (requested) by the applicant company who entered the details 
of the dangerous goods into ShIPS.  This request must be approved by Port Authority of New South 
Wales before the container is brought onto the terminal or as soon as it is known that the time limit will 
be exceeded. 
  
APPLY FOR EXEMPTION (PERMITTED TIME PERIOD) 
 
An Exemption is applied for in the following manner: 

1) Select the Dangerous Goods tab.  Then select any movement for the vessel for which the 
container has been lodged in ShIPS.  (For exports rolled over to another vessel after short 
shipment and for transhipment goods the exemption request must be made from the final 
departing vessel.) 

2) Click on the “Create Exempt” button. 

3) Initially all Red containers will be displayed which  

a. are lodged on the selected vessel 

b. the applicant has access to  

c. and which do not already have an exemption applied for them. 

4) Select the container to be actioned by clicking in the square box to the left of the container 
number.  More than one container may be selected at a time by clicking in their respective 
boxes, however it should be noted that containers selected as part of a multiple selection will 
all be processed together with the same requested extension of time. 

5) If the container of interest is a Green container then click on the “Apply for Greenline 
Exemption” button and all relevant Green containers accessible by the applicant on that 
vessel will be displayed for selection. 

6) Click on the “Apply for Exemption” button 

7) Provide the date and time the exemption is to commence from. For exports to be delivered to 
the terminal early, this time should be the time and date the container is requested to be 
delivered to the terminal.  Provide the date and time the exemption is to extend to. 

8) Provide the reason for the exemption being required. For transhipment containers please 
reference the second vessel concerned and its ETA in the reason for the exemption.  The 
reason given should explain why the exemption request has become necessary 

9) Read the declaration and then agree, by selecting yes or select no to cancel the request. 

10) Check your applicant details are still correct and then click on the “Submit Exemption” button. 

11) Click “Movement Schedule” to return to the Dangerous Goods Schedule screen. 
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APPLY FOR EXEMPTION TRANSIT CARGO 
 
An Exemption is applied for in the following manner: 

1) Select the Dangerous Goods tab.  Then select any movement for the vessel for which the 
container has been lodged in ShIPS. 

2) Click on the “Create Exempt” button. 

3) Click on the “Create Transit Exempt” button. 

4) Select the container to be actioned by clicking in the square box to the left of the container 
number.  More than one container may be selected at a time by clicking in their respective 
boxes, however it should be noted that containers selected as part of a multiple selection will 
all be processed together with the same requested extension of time. 

5) Click on the “Apply for Exemption” button. 

6) Provide the date and time the exemption is to commence from. Provide the date and time the 
exemption is to extend to. 

7) Provide the reason for the exemption being required. The reason given should explain why 
the exemption request has become necessary. 

8) Read the declaration and then agree, by selecting yes or select no to cancel the request. 

9) Check your applicant details are still correct and then click on the “Submit Exemption” button. 

10) Click “Movement Schedule” to return to the Dangerous Goods Schedule screen. 
 

EDIT AN EXISTING EXEMPTION REQUEST 

1) Select the Dangerous Goods tab.  Then select any movement for the vessel for which the 
exemption has been requested. 

2) Click on the “View Exempt” button. 

3) Select the container to be actioned by clicking in the square box to the left of the container 
number.  More than one container may be selected at a time by clicking in their respective 
boxes, however it should be noted that containers selected as part of a multiple selection will 
all be processed together with the same requested extension of time. 

4) Click on the “Edit” button to modify the details of the exemption request or click on the 
“Delete” button to cancel it altogether. 

5) Modify the details of the exemption request that you wish to change. 

6) Click on the “Process” button.  This will resubmit the exemption request with the changed 
information. 

7) Click “Movement Schedule” to return to the Dangerous Goods Schedule screen. 
 
Note 1:  If you edit an Approved Exemption Request it will remove the "Approved" status and the request will need to be 
reprocessed by Port Authority of New South Wales.  It could be approved or rejected at this stage so it is important that you 
confirm that the exemption request is re-approved 
 
Note 2: If you edit an Approved Exemption Request it will remove the "Approved" status and the request will need to be 
reprocessed by Port Authority of New South Wales.  It could be approved or rejected at this stage so it is important that you 
confirm that the exemption request is re-approved. 
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Changes to Procedures for Applying for Exemption fo r Dangerous Goods 
 
Date From :   01 May 2006 To :  Opened 
Title  Change to Procedure for Applying for Exemption for Dangerous Goods 
Message  
Type 

Acknowledgement Required
                      

For Information Only
       

Module 
System

  
Movement

  
WPS

  
BPS

   
DGS

  
Invoicing

  
Report

  
Admin

 
Contact  
Details 

Name Phone  Email Address  
David Taylor 92964659 mailto:dgaudit@portauthoritynsw.com.au 

 
Change to Procedure for Applying for Exemption for Dangerous Goods  
 
As from Monday 1 st May 2006 there will be a change to the procedure to apply for an exemption for 
dangerous goods to remain at a terminal longer than the normal permitted time period. 
 
The new procedure is detailed on page 14 of this document titled “Dangerous Goods Exemption 
Process”. 
 
As from Monday it will be first necessary to contact the Stevedore on the below listed email addresses 
or phone numbers and to gain the Stevedores agreement for the additional time at the terminal before 
you then apply in ShIPS as currently for the exemption.  The Stevedore will email their agreement to 
Port Authority of New South Wales and Port Authority of New South Wales will not give the final 
approval for the exemption unless the Stevedore has first emailed their agreement. 
 
NOTE : The Stevedore’s agreement in itself is not s ufficient. Port Authority of New South Wales 
must approve the exemption and for that approval to  be emailed back from ShIPS to the 
Applicant for the extension of time to take effect.  
 

Stevedores  Stevedores Contacts  
 
Patrick Port Botany 

 
email to:  vbsclerk@patrick.com.au 
                 

 
The Stevedore will require the following information in order to consider your exemption request: 

1) Name and Details of the Applicant 
2) Container Number 
3) The date and time the exemption is to commence from (start) 
4) The date and time the exemption is to extend to (completion) 
5) Reason for the exemption being required  

 
 

Example of Information Message in ShIPS 
 
Please refrain from copying Port Authority of New South Wales into your application for a dangerous 
goods exemption to the stevedore. However, please ensure when receiving advise from the 
stevedore on your dangerous goods exemption application ensure that Port Authority of New South 
Wales is also notified prior to going on line in “ShIPS” and making your  dangerous goods exemption 
application. 
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Radioactive Material, Low Specific Activity (LSA-1)  UN 2912 Non Fissile 
 
These requirements are only applicable to UN2912 Class 7 Category III Yellow, Low Specific Activity 
(LSA-I) non fissile. 
 
These dangerous goods are only permitted to be on the terminal for a maximum time period of 12 
hours. However, in the event a dangerous goods exemption is granted by SPC (in writing) to exceed 
the permitted time period (12 hours) the following conditions apply:  
 
The compatibility requirements from other goods are listed in Table 7.1. Please note the requirements 
for radioactive material must be sufficiently segregated from undeveloped photographic film. The 
basis for determining segregation distances for this purpose shall be that the radiation exposure of 
undeveloped photographic film due to the transport of radioactive material be limited to 0.1 mSv per 
consignment of such film. 
 
Radioactive material must be segregated sufficiently from workers and from members of the public. 
The following values for dose shall be used for the purpose of calculating segregation distances or 
radiation levels: 
 

(1) for workers in regularly occupied areas a dose of 5 mSv in a year; 
(2) for members of the public, in areas where the public has regular access, a dose of 1 

mSv in a year to the critical group. 
 
Uranium oxides concentrates (UOC) are not a really strong gamma emitter. 
 
EXAMPLE ONLY 
Where the dimensions of a UOC container are, say, 3m x 3m x 6m and there is a stack of 54 
containers, then the following estimates for two situations as follows: 

(a) Situation A - the stack of containers is 3 rows, by 3 high by 6 long 
(b) Situation B – the stack of containers is 1 row, by 6 high by 6 long (not realistic, 

but possibly worst case)  
 
The calculated dose rates (in microSieverts per hour) at varying distances are as following: 
 

 Dose rate at distance from containers  
 1 m 5 m 10 m 

Situation A  20 6 3 
Situation B  25 11 6 

 
The annual dose limit for a member of the public is 1,000 microSieverts and for a radiation worker is 
20,000 microSieverts. 
 
People to receive the member of the public dose limit (1,000 microSieverts), they would have to 
remain at the distances for the following lengths of time: 
 

 Time in Hours at distance from containers  
 1 m 5 m 10 m 

Situation A  50 167 333 
Situation B 40 90 167 
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For comparison purpose only, these are typical annual radiation levels: 
 

• Worldwide exposure to natural background radiation (all radiation)  2,400 microSieverts 
• Average exposure to aircrew (above natural background levels)      3,000 microSieverts 
• Average exposure from medical examinations                                     400 microSieverts 

 
Radioactive material must be handled in accordance with the “code of practice for Safe Transport of 
Radioactive Material, Radiation Protection Series Publication No. 2” (and as amended from time to 
time). The facility emergency management plan must be amended in line with the criteria of the  
“International Atomic Energy Agency,  Emergency Response Planning and Preparedness for 
transport Accidents Involving Radioactive Material, Safety Series N0 87, IAEA(and as amended from 
time to time) to reflect these dangerous goods being on the terminal in excess of the 12 hours time 
period. 
 
EXEMPTION CONDITIONS 
 
Typical exemption conditions that may be attached to an exemption, but not limited to, as follow: 
 

A. All containers must be stowed in such a manner that the container doors are facing 
each other. 

 
B. The consignment must be handled and positioned so that the total sum of the 

criticality safety indexes (CSI’s) in any group does not exceed 50, and that each 
group is handled and positioned so that the groups are separated from each other by 
at least 6 meters. 

 
C. The radiation level under routine conditions of transport must not exceed 2mS/h at 

any point on, and 0.1 mSv/h at 2 m from, the external surface of the conveyance. 
 

D. The isolation area, not limited to, must fulfill the criteria specified in this guidance 
material. 
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CLASS SEVEN SEGERATION BASED ON CLASSIFICATION  
 
Goods are considered incompatible if, in this table, any of the following conditions are meet: 
 

a) The primary hazard of one is incompatible with the primary hazard of the other; 
 

b) The primary hazard of one is incompatible with a subsidiary risk of the other; or 
 

c) A subsidiary risk of one is incompatible with a subsidiary risk of the other. 
 
Table 7.1 
 

Class 1 2.1 2.2 2.3 3 4.1 4.2 4.3 5.1 5.2 6 7(1) 8 9 Food or  
Food empties 

Fire-risk 
substances 

or 
combustible 

material 
7 Radioactive 

material N N 0 0 N N N N N N 0 0 N 0 N 0 

 
In the table: 
 

0 means compatible unless a numbered exception applies. 
 

N means incompatible unless a numbered exception applies 
 

(2) Radioactive material must be sufficiently segregated from undeveloped photographic film. The basis for determining segregation distances 
for this purpose shall be that the radiation exposure of undeveloped photographic film due to the transport of radioactive material be 
limited to 0.1 mSv per consignment of such film.
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Explosives in Port Areas 
 
There are nine classes of dangerous goods. Explosives are designated as Class 1. There are six 
Divisions within Class1. Within the Divisions, compatibility groups are also assigned to define which 
explosive can be safely stowed and transported together. 
 
The numbers and letters in the classification system relate to the sensitivity, mass explosion hazard 
and projectile hazard of a particular type of explosive. Typical commercial blasting type explosives are 
classified as Division 1.1 Compatibility Group D (commonly depicted as 1.1 D); detonators are 
typically of 1.1 B or 1.4B; display fireworks generally fall under a 1.3G or 1.4G classification and shop-
goods varieties of fireworks are usually classified as 1.4S explosives. 
 
Safety distances vary according to the classification of the explosives and are based on the distance 
required to prevent property damage or injury should the total quantity of explosives detonate. Sydney 
Ports has set the following distances and quantity limits for the port areas of Botany Bay as detailed in 
Table 1.1 being the standard limits. However for the maximum limit see table 1.3 and the additional 
condition that apply as per condition (bb) but not limited to, on page 13. 
 
Critical points to note are: 

• port limits for explosives apply to and are inclusive of transit cargo; and 

• All references to explosive quantity are references to Net Explosive Quantity (NEQ) which is 
the actual quantity of explosive in the cargo excluding all packaging materials and non-
explosive components. 

• Lodge the class one cargo with Port Authority of New South Wales at least 48 hours prior to 
the vessel entering port waters. 

• Contact the stevedore and ensure that they have all the necessary documentation and 
contact details at least 48 hours prior to the vessel Estimated Time of Arrival entering port 
waters. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Copyright © Port Authority of New South Wales. For the latest version, please visit www.portauthoritynsw.com.au 
    

Page 24 

Table 1.1:                                 CLASS 1 EXPLOSIVE LIMIT 
(IMPORT,  EXPORT, TRANSIT & TRANSHIPMENT (IMPORT) 

Class 1 Explosive Standard Limit’s (Import, Transit  & Transhipment 
(Import) 

Class 1 Division  1 Separation 
distance to 
“Protected 
Place”  

2 Net Explosive 
Quantity (NEQ) 
permitted aboard a 
ship (kilograms)  

Berth  
Brotherson Dock (BD)  

 
 

3Class 1.1 

 
 

10 metres 
 
 

 
 

25 
 

 
 

6BD, 7BD, 8BD & 9BD 

 
4Class 1.2 

 
10 metres 

 

 
10 

 
6BD, 7BD, 8BD & 9BD 

 
5Class 1.3 

 
10 metres 

 

 
2,000 

 
6BD, 7BD, 8BD & 9BD 

 
6Class 1.4 

 
10 metres 

 

 
85,000 

 
6BD, 7BD, 8BD & 9BD 

 
7Class 1.5 

 
10 metres 

 

 
25 

 
6BD, 7BD, 8BD & 9BD 

 
8Class 1.6 

 
10 metres 

 

 
25 

 
6BD, 7BD, 8BD & 9BD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
1 Separation distance to a “Protected Place” includes the accommodation block of another vessel. 
   The separation distance nominated (and the corresponding allowable NEQ) must be reduced to the 
   distance from accommodation quarters on other ships, if present at nearby berths. 
 
2  Where a ship is carrying explosives of more than one sub-class, the total net weight of explosives 
    which may be permitted is the weight applying to the most restrictive sub-class aboard in the order 
    1.1 (most dangerous). 1.5, 1.2, 1.3, 1.6 and 1.4 (least dangerous). 
 
3  Maximum permitted time period 2 hours. 
 
4  Maximum permitted time period 2 hours 
 
5  Maximum permitted time period 2 hours 
 
6  Maximum permitted time period 12 hours 
 
7  Maximum permitted time period 2 hours 
 
8  For one type of article of Division 1.6, the total NEQ shall be that of one article. Where different 
    types of articles of Division 1.6 are involved, the total NEQ of all articles shall be used. 
    Maximum permitted time period 2 hours for class 1.6 dangerous goods. 



Dangerous Goods Management Guidelines for Patrick Stevedores Port Botany (March 2015) 

Copyright © Port Authority of New South Wales 
Page 25 

Safety Requirements 
The following Sydney Ports requirements apply to the handling and transport of explosives in port 
areas: 

a) Explosives shall not be unloaded from a ship unless the means of transport, by which they 
are to be removed from the port area, are on the terminal and ready to receive them. 

b) Explosives of Divisions other than 1.4 should be taken directly to or from a ship, and in no 
circumstances be held on a berth for more than 2 hours. 

c) Explosives of Division 1.4 should be taken directly to or from a ship, and in no circumstances 
be held on a berth for more than 12 hours. 

d) Explosives shall be unloaded as soon as reasonably practicable (within 2 hours of the vessel 
being secure at the berth). 

e) Explosives (excluding Division 1.4) shall not be brought to a berth for loading onto a ship 
unless the ship is ready to receive them. 

f) Explosives of Division 1.4 shall not be brought to a berth for loading onto a ship unless the 
ship is ready to receive them within 12 hours of being on the terminal.  In no circumstances 
are the goods to be held on a berth for more than a total of 12 hours. 

g) All personnel not essential to the loading/unloading of explosives shall be excluded from the 
area of the berth where explosives are being handled and a space of at least 15m beyond the 
immediate handling area,  while the explosives are being loaded/unloaded from the vessel. 

h) The handling of explosives, once commenced, shall proceed without delay or interruption, 
except during an electrical storm.  Operations shall be suspended during the storm and not 
resumed until it has passed. 

i) Explosives shall not be handled unless they have been classified in accordance with the 
IMDG Code. 

j) Explosives shall be handled in a safe, efficient and secure manner. 

k) The ship shall depart from the port area within 2 hours of completion of loading of explosives 
(excluding Division 1.4).  

l) A vehicle must leave the port area as soon as possible on completion of   being loaded with 
explosives (excluding Division 1.4) and in all circumstances within 2 hours of the explosive 
being unloaded from the vessel. 

m) On completion of a vehicle being loaded with explosives of Division 1.4, it must leave the port 
area as soon as possible and within 12 hours of the explosive being unloaded from the 
vessel. 

n) Where more than 100kg of explosives (other than Division 1.4) are to be loaded or unloaded 
in the port area, a customer’s representative who has immediate access to specialist advice 
in the case of an emergency, shall be contactable by phone and be immediately available 
while the explosives are being loaded and/or unloaded. 
 
The phone contact to the customer representative must be verified prior to commencement of 
the loading/unloading of the vessel and/or vehicle. The customer’s representative role should 
not involve a command or control position in an incident. 

o) Emergency Procedures for the terminal, developed in conjunction with Sydney Ports and the 
emergency services, shall be in place before any explosives are handled. 

p) A Traffic Management Plan for the terminal be in place for road vehicles carrying explosives. 
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q) Road vehicles carrying explosives shall be at least 100 meters apart while waiting to load a 
ship and/or leaving the port area. 

r) Whilst explosives are being handled, ignition sources shall not be permitted in or near 
handling areas, Smoking shall be strictly prohibited on the ship and on the berth (except in 
safe areas). Notices shall be displayed on the ship and on the berth bearing the words 
DANGER-NO SMOKING-NO NAKED LIGHTS . 

s) Adequate and appropriate fire fighting facilities and water shall be immediately available on 
the ship and fire hoses on it laid out ready for use (not applicable to Division 1.4 explosives). 

t) Ship and shore personnel shall receive prior instruction regarding the hazards, handling 
methods and emergency procedures for explosives. 

u) Repairs involving hot work shall be prohibited on the ship or on the berth whilst explosives 
(excluding Division 1.4) are being transported or handled. 

v) Repairs involving engine repairs resulting in the vessel being immobilised are prohibited 
whilst explosives are onboard the vessel (excluding Division 1.4). 

w) No bunkering shall take place while explosives are being loaded or unloaded. 

x) If emulsion precursors are handled on the same vessel or in the same area as explosives, 
then the total quantity of these materials shall be considered as Class 1 and the relevant 
separation distances shall apply (Table 1.2). 

y) Where ammonium nitrate is to be handled simultaneously with explosives of Division 1.1, 1.5 
or 1.6, and within the separation distances given in Tables 1.1 and 1.2, then 50% of the 
quantity of ammonium nitrate shall be added to the explosives quantity to obtain the resultant 
NEQ, and the relevant separation distance shall apply (Table 1.2). 

z) Explosives shall be segregated from incompatible cargoes, combustibles and other 
dangerous cargoes at all times. 

aa) The ship’s engines and ancillary equipment shall be kept ready at all times, so that the ship 
can leave the berth at short notice. 
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Table 1.2:  EXPLOSIVE CLASS 1 DANGEROUS GOODS  
 
Separation distances from ordinary berths to protec ted places including accommodation 
block of another vessel 
 

Net Explosive 
Quality Separation Distances (M) 

(NEQ) 
of Explosives  

Division 

1.1, 1.5, 1.6 1.2 1.3 1.4 

Kg     

25 10 50 10 10 
50 25 50 10 10 
100 33 50 10 10 

200 52 52 10 10 
300 68 68 10 10 
400 82 82 10 10 

500 95 95 10 10 
1 000 150 150 10 10 
1 500 191 191 10 10 

2 000 240 210 10 10 
2 500 257 220 87 10 
3 000 284 225 92 10 

4 000 350 235 105 10 
5 000 380 245 110 10 
7 500 424 265 125 10 

10 000 480 280 140 10 
15 000 546 300 158 10 
20 000 610 320 175 10 
25 000 650 340 186 10 
30 000 689 340 199 10 
40 000 762 360 218 10 

50 000 820 375 240 20 
75 000 940 400 273 20 
100 000 1 040 410 300 20 

150 000 1 180 410 345 20 
200 000 1 300 410 375 20 
250 000 1 400 410 405 20 
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DANGEROUS GOODS TRAINING REQUIREMENTS 
 
 

(1) Training of shore side personnel must have successfully completed dangerous goods 
training in accordance with the IMDG Code chapter 1.3. Each person must receive training 
in the contents of dangerous goods provisions commensurate with their responsibilities. 
Training requirements specific to security of dangerous goods should also be addressed.  

 
(2) Notwithstanding sub clause (1) the training must consist, but not be limited to the following; 

 
(i) Function specific training; each person must receive training designed to provide 

familiarity with the general provisions of dangerous goods transport provisions. . 
 

(ii) The training must include a description of the classes of dangerous goods, labelling, 
marking, placarding, packing, stowage, segregation and compatibility provisions. 

 
(iii) In addition to (ii) the training must also include a description of the purpose and 

content of the dangerous goods transport documentations (such as the multimodal 
Dangerous Goods Form and the Container/Vehicle Packing Certificate) and a 
description of available emergency response documents. 

 
(iv) Notwithstanding clause (2)(ii) and clause (2)(iii) the training must also include the Port 

Authority requirements for managing dangerous goods 
 

(v) Each person must receive safety training commensurate with the risk of exposure in 
the event of a release and the functions performed, each person must receive training 
on, methods and procedures for accident avoidance, such as proper use of package-
handling equipment and appropriate methods of stowage of dangerous goods, and 

 
(vi) Availability of emergency response information and how to use it; and 

 
(vii) General dangerous goods awareness by the various classes of dangerous goods and 

how to prevent exposure to those hazards, including, if appropriate, the use of 
personal protective clothing and equipment; and 

 
(viii) Immediate procedures to be followed in the event of an unintentional release of 

dangerous goods, including any emergency response procedures for which the 
person is responsible and personal protection procedures to be followed.  

 
(3) Records of all safety training undertaken must be maintained by the terminal operator and 

made available to the Port Authority if requested.  
 

(4) The training required in clause 1 and 2 must be provided or verified upon employment in a 
position involving dangerous goods and should be periodically supplemented with retraining 
as deemed appropriate by the Port Authority 

  

 (5)  A terminal operator handling dangerous goods at a bulk liquid berth or terminal must comply 
with the conditions specified by the Port Authority. Where the Port Authority does not specify 
any conditions, the requirements of Section 10 of AS 3846.  
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Berth and Vessel Limitations 
OXIDISING SUBSTANCES (CLASS 5.1) 
The aggregate quantity of Dangerous Goods of Class 5.1, Packing Group I (PG 1), Ammonium 
Nitrate including UN No.'s 1942, 2067, 2426 and 3375 and/or Calcium Hypochlorite UN No.'s 1748, 
2880, 3485 and 3487 to be handled at any one time at an ordinary berth in approved freight container 
units shall not exceed 400 tonnes. 
 
An additional quantity not exceeding 1000 tonnes may be conveyed on a ship at an ordinary berth as 
through cargo (i.e. cargo remaining on board). Such quantities shall be packed in freight containers, 
flexible bulk containers or other packaging, or packed in bulk in a freight container.  Any special 
requirements specified by the Port Authority of New South Wales shall be complied with. 
 
Note: 
Port Authority of New South Wales may require that any cargo space in which ammonium nitrate or 
calcium hypochlorite or Class 5.1, PG 1 goods is stowed as through cargo remains closed while the 
ship is at the berth. This matter must be discussed with Port Authority of New South Wales at least 24 
hours prior to the vessel entering port and preferably prior to the goods being loaded. 
 
Berth Limits for Class 5.1 Packing Group I, Ammoniu m Nitrate and/or Calcium Hypochlorite 
 

Berths 

 
Class 5.1 
Packing 
Group I 

Ammonium 
Nitrate 

Calcium 
Hypochlorite 

Combination of 
Class 5.1 PK I, 

Ammonium Nitrate 
And Calcium 
Hypochlorite 

6 Brotherson  Dock  
 

400 tonne 400 tonne 400 tonne 400 tonne 

7 Brotherson  Dock 
 

400 tonne 400 tonne 400 tonne 400 tonne 

8 Brotherson  Dock 
 

400 tonne 400 tonne 400 tonne 400 tonne 

9 Brotherson  Dock  
 

400 tonne 400 tonne 400 tonne 400 tonne 

 
Note: Berth means, “Any dock, pier, quay, wharf, marine terminal or similar structure (whether floating 
or not) at which a ship may tie up. It includes any plant or premises, other than a s hip, used for 
purposes ancillary or incidental to the loading or unloading of dangerous goods cargoes ” 
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Appendix 1:  VESSEL DECLARATION 
 
 
The following covers both Dangerous Goods and Non Dangerous Goods. 
 
In the event of an incident and/or emergency onboard the vessel, then the declaration be completed 
as soon you are notified of the incident and/or emergency.  
 
“Sydney’s Integrated Port System (ShIPS) requires that all vessels must have completed the vessel 
declaration at least 24 hours prior to the vessel entering port waters in particular question 1 and 
question 2 as detail below.  
 

 
 
 
 
When the answer to question1 is “Yes” you will be required to provide details of the leaking, damaged 
container and/or tank in the “Comments” field as indicated below.  
 

 
 
 
 
The following information must be provided as soon as it becomes available for each of the following 
points, but not limited to: 

1. Safety Data Sheet (SDS), previously known as the MSDS 
2. The completed and signed Multimodal Dangerous Goods documentation (commonly referred 

to as the MO41) 
3. The complete contact details for the Consignee including a contact phone number 
4. Ongoing reports from the vessel describing: 

a) the flow rate of the leak, 
b) volume of leaked product, 
c) any reactions observed, 
d) photographs of the incident, 
e) location of the incident onboard the vessel,  
f) what materials and/or goods are located within 10 metres of the incident   
g) a minimal of one report per 24 hour period or at the time when any of the above situation 

changes 
 
The above information and reports are to be emailed to: DGAudit@portauthoritynsw.com.au   
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Appendix 2: Separation Distances  Between Closed Co ntainers Carrying Dangerous 
Goods 
Distances in metres 
 
Since the properties of substances or articles within each class may vary greatly, the individual 
schedules should always be consulted for particular requirements for segregation as these take 
precedence over the general requirements. 
 
Segregation should also take account of a single subsidiary risk label. Where separation is required, 
containers must not be stored in the same vertical line. 
 

Class 1.4 2.1 2.2 2.3 3 4.1 4.2 4.3 5.1 5.2 6.1 8 9 

Explosives  1.4 * S O O S S S S S S O S O 

Flammable Gases  2.1 S O O O S O S O S S O O O 

Non-Toxic, Non-
Flammable Gases 

2.2 O O O O O O O O O O O O O 

Poisonous Gases  2.3 O O O O S O S O O S O O O 

Flammable Liquids 3 S S O S O O S O S S O O O 

Flammable Solids 4.1 S O O O O O O O O S O O O 

Spontaneously 
Combustible  Substances  

4.2 S S O S S O O O S S O O O 

Substances which are 
Dangerous when Wet  

4.3 S O O O O O O O S S O O O 

Oxidizing Substances  5.1 S S O O S O S S O S O S O 

Organic Peroxides 5.2 S S O S S S S S S O O S O 

Poisons 6.1 O O O O O O O O O O O O O 

Corrosives 8 S O O O O O O O S S O O O 

Miscellaneous 9 O O O O O O O O O O O O O 

 

* 
See Section 7.2.7.2 of the IMDG Code for segregation within 
Class 1. 

O No segregation necessary 

S In open areas, 3m separation required 

S In sheds, 6m separation required 
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Appendix 3: Dangerous Goods Lodgement Policy 
 
The exporting, importing and transiting of dangerous and hazardous goods through the Ports of 
Botany Bay and Sydney Harbour and associated port lands is governed by the Work Health and 
Safety Regulation 2011. 
 
It is a requirement of that Regulation that such goods only be moved through those ports following 
either conditional or unqualified approval of an application made in an approved form.  Port Authority 
of New South Wales is authorised and responsible for establishing the form of application and 
receiving and approving them. 
 
Currently the only approved application form in respect of the Ports of Botany Bay and Sydney 
Harbour is that contained in Port Authority of New South Wales web-based system known as ShIPS*. 
Each application must be lodged via ShIPS. The ShIPS’ Dangerous Goods Application requires the 
entry of accurate details of dangerous goods being, or to be, carried by any vessel. It is also important 
that all data and details (entered correctly, without typographical errors) be included in applications, 
and that multiple choice fields are completed accurately, and that information on any damaged or 
leaking containers or other packaging is supplied. In particular but not limited too: 3.3 (e) “Number 
and Type of packages  of AS3846 (see Accuracy of lodgements) 
 
For your convenience, a facility is available for the receival of dangerous goods details into ShIPS’ 
electronic data interchange (EDI) system by an EDIFACT IFTDGN message provided that any such 
message is sent in a form and format that meets the standard D95A PROTECT  0.5 protocol, Protect 
Version 1.0 and Port Authority of New South Wales’ IFTDGN Implementation Guide.   Information 
delivered to ShIPS by this means is not lodged until it appears in the ShIPS’ database and is available 
for viewing by Port Authority of New South Wales personnel.   It is the responsibility of the sender of 
the IFTDGN message to check that their message has been received in ShIPS and that the details 
supplied have been captured in ShIPS.   Any dangerous goods details transmitted via EDI and 
incorrectly displayed in or omitted from “ShIPS” will not satisfy the Regulation and cannot be 
approved. 
 
Any enquires about the contents of this notice or any application to move dangerous or hazardous 
goods through Port Authority of New South Wales should be directed to: 
 
DGAudit@portauthoritynsw.com.au 
 

� Port Authority of New South Wales may in its sole discretion accept lodgements of dangerous 
goods applications in other forms if ShIPS is not operational for an extended period.   
However, any such acceptance will be conditional upon the lodgement being correctly 
entered into “ShIPS” once it returns to operations.   When ShIPS is out of operation for short 
periods and this has been communicated to ShIPS’ users in advance (i.e.  shutdowns for 
scheduled maintenance and system upgrades), other forms of lodgement will not be accepted 
and entries must be made into ShIPS either prior to the shutdown or immediately following 
ShIPS’ return to operations. 

                                                      
 
 


